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Lough Derg Uplands and Lakelands LCA is a sparsely populated area of primarily upland 

mountainous blanket bog and a myriad of mountain lakes with significant areas of 

commercial forestry.  The north east of this LCA is defined by Lough Derg, a large 

freshwater lake with over 30 small islands and an important location for Christian 

pilgrimage spanning over 1000 years, that has left a multitude of archaeological sites 

and structures both in the lake and the surrounding area. St Peter’s Basillica and 

ancillary buildings sit on Station Island, and are an imposing focal point on this large 

lake when viewed from the shore.   

West of Lough Derg is the Pettigo Plateau Nature Reserve; 900 hectares of Blanket Bog 

and Wet Heath formerly of the Leslie Estate.  This uninhabited landscape is home to a 

range of native flora and fauna and accessed via a track providing access to the remains 

of 2 cottages and plots last used in the 1800s.  

In the south west of this LCA, south of the R232 is an area defined by an open expanse 

of upland bog and small lakes; and adjacent to this are ‘The Pullans’ an underground 

stream and cave network.   

This LCA shares an extensive boundary with Northern Ireland, bordering County Tyrone 

along the northeast and County Fermanagh along the south.  As in the other border 

LCAs there is a seamless landscape character type and a great degree of intervisibility 

and shared and informed ‘character’. 
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Landscape Character type 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Upland rolling mountainous landscape with a bedrock of mostly psammitic 

paragneiss, a younger rock than the rest of the county and informing the unique 

landscape. A band of Schist along the northern boundary and a band of Breccia 

stretching from the north of Lough Derg towards LCA 41, Croaghnameal Border and 

Uplands. 

• Upland bog landscape dotted with over 100 upland lakes of varying sizes, the largest 

being Lough Derg. 

• Lough Derg is the largest of the lakes at over 2000 acres with a shoreline of some 13 

miles; with St Patrick’s purgatory on Station Island, Lough Derg forms the foci of the 

LCA. 

• Extensive commercial forestry throughout the LCA. 

• Limited isolated one-off rural residential dwellings are peppered throughout this area; 

the majority of these are on the site of previous older rural dwellings. 

Settlements 

• There are no settlements within this LCA. 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Internationally important pilgrimage site at Lough Derg dating from early Christian 

times with a strong historical association with St. Patrick.  Important since at least 

medieval times, the area is referenced in texts from the 12th Century and shown on 

maps of Europe since the 14th century. 
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• Ancient road, south from Saints Island on Lough Derg and through LCA, is marked on 

old OS maps and part of this is still used for pilgrimage, 

• The Pullans (Pettigo plateau) is a large area of bog and lakes with a cave system 

underneath. 

• Concentrations of archaeological sites and monuments throughout this area including 

many associated with early Christianity. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 4 RPS structures and 21 

NIAH. 

• Brownhall House and Demesne, near Ballintra within the south west of this LCA, are 

recorded on the Record of Protected Structures as National and Regional importance.  

The older part of the building dates from the 17th century and the house and estate 

have been in the ownership of the same family (Hamiltons) since then to the present 

day. 

• Scattering of vernacular houses on lower lands and river valleys blend into the 

landscape within the area. 

Access and Recreation  

• The R232 dissects the LCA connecting Laghy to the northwest with Pettigo to the 

southeast where it meets the R233 going north to Lough Derg. Northeast of the R232 

there is limited access into the landscape save for lanes and forestry tracks whilst in 

the south west of the LCA there is a network of county roads providing a good degree 

of access. 

• Adjoins Northern Ireland’s LCA 19, ‘Killeter Uplands Landscape’. 

• Lough Derg is a Religious Retreat that attracts thousands of pilgrims every year 

during spring and summer. 

• Pullan cave network attracts small numbers of visitors. 

• Fishing in local rivers and loughs; by line from the shore and also from boats that can 

be taken out on some of the many Loughs. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important lake and bog landscape containing 4,206ha of Natura 2000 

sites (SAC & SPA), 541.1ha of NHA sites and 3,389ha of pNHA sites and important 

biodiversity links created by the rivers that rise within this upland area. 

• Pettigo Plateau Nature Reserve and Ramsar site on lands to the west of Lough Derg 

along the northern boundary of this LCA. 

• Geometric forestry plantations are scattered on primarily higher lands within this 

landscape character area. 

Forces for change 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Afforestation.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

 


